
“The Monthly Reprieve” 
The Monthly Newsletter from the  

Racine Area Central Office 
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The Monthly Reprieve provides the community with: 
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GENERAL INFORMATION  
 
OUR ADDRESS:  
Elmwood Plaza  
3701 Durand Avenue  
Lower Level #225  
Racine, Wisconsin 53405 
 
OUR TELEPHONE NUMBERS: 
Phone: (262) 554-6611 
Hotline (Available 24/7): (262) 554-7788 
 
RACO IS WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
 
OUR HOURS OF SERVICE ARE: 
Monday through Friday   9am-5pm 
Saturday    9am- 2pm 
Sunday    Closed (Call Hotline) 
 
OUR WEBSITE:  
http://www.racinecentraloffice.com 
Suggestions, corrections and comments always welcom e!  
 
OUR EMAILS:  
GENERAL: racostaff@racinecentraloffice.com 
LITERATURE: literature@racinecentraloffice.com 
MONTLY REPRIEVE: monthlyreprieve@racinecentraloffic e.com 
WEBSITE: webmaster@racinecentraloffice.com 
 
Let any one of our staff help you with any question s you may have about R.A.C.O., such as volunteering  at the desk, 
meeting times in District 17 (Racine County), Distr ict 7 (Kenosha), District 36 (Burlington), and Dist rict 6 (Walworth 
County). Also contact us about A.A. and Al-Anon lit erature you may be looking for. 
 
The Monthly Reprieve is published on a monthly basi s with new volumes available approximately the firs t of each month from RACO 
or via our mailing list. A full-color version of th e Monthly Reprieve is also available at no charge b y email subscription—visit 
www.racinecentraloffice.com.  If your organization feels it should be on our mailing list and isn’t, p lease contact us!    
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RACO STEERING COMMITTEE 
 
Chairperson: James S.  
Co-Chairperson: Jody J. 
Treasurer: Jenny L. 
Purchasing Agent: Troy O. 
Literature: Bill D.  
Secretary: Kathleen H. 
Co-Secretary: Mary S. 
Staffing Coordinator: Diana M. 
Staffing Assistant: Bob T.  
Newsletter Editors: Lee M. and Paul E. 
Website/IT: Paul E. 
Advisor: Bill H.  
Advisor: Dave J. 
Advisor: Pauline V. 
 

Your help is needed! The Racine Area Central Office  is staffed by volunteers and there is always a nee d for 
more! A great way to do service work for the AA com munity! Six months or more required. Call Diana M a t 
(262) 554-4796 or Bob T at (262) 637-7012 or Email racostaff@racinecentraloffice.com  or Sign up at the 
front desk 
 
Question of the Month: 
Answer to last month’s question: The Oxford Group p rovided much of the basis on which Bill W based bot h his 
recovery and his views.  

Questions for July 2006: The 75th Anniversary of AA  will be celebrated in what American city in 2010? 

Email your answer to racostaff@racinecentraloffice. com or contact any member of the Steering Committee  with your answer or with suggestions for a 
question of the month.   
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STAFFING REPORT – APRIL 2006  
 
STAFFING HOURS: 
 POSSIBLE HOURS   193           HOURS OPEN   193 
 HOURS CLOSED   000                      
                                                                   
                                                           
        

TREASURER’S REPORT – 5/18/06-06/12/06 
INCOME: 
 DONATIONS   0372.00  
 SODA SALES   0111.25 
 RENT-GROUPS                   0600.00  
 SALES-OFFICE                  2140.95   
TOTAL INCOME     3224.20                       
GENERAL EXPENSES: 
 ELMWOOD PLAZA LLC RENT  1427.00   
 NEWSLETTER POSTAGE/SUPPLIES 0029.10  
 SODA MACHINE AND SODA          0116.64  
 SUPPLIES-COFFEE, ETC.  0155.46  
 TELEPHONE   0081.59  
 WEBSITE EXPENSE   0009.20  
 TOTAL GENERAL EXPENSES   2499.55                  
 
LITERATURE EXPENSES: 
 WORLD SERVICES   0575.36  
 AFG    0004.00 
 VALLEY GRAPHICS   0052.55 
 HAZELDEN    0028.00 
 AMAZON.COM   0074.95 
 ANONYMOUS PRESS   0075.00 
 NEW LOOK PUBLISHING  0076.50 
 GREATER MILWAUKEE CENTRAL OFFICE 0038.25 
 BRIGHT STAR PRESS   0077.00  
TOTAL LITERATURE EXPENSES   1001.61 �
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TOTAL EXPENSES      2820.60   
INCOME LESS EXPENSES             0403.60         
 
DONATIONS 
10AM SUNDAY BENJAMIN HOUSE MEETING DOWNSTAIRS 022.00 
TUESDAY NIGHT BENJAMIN HOUSE MEETING  060.00 
ANONYMOUS     020.00 
5:30PM FRIDAY GROVE CLUB MEETING   025.00 
DISTRICT 17     050.00 
WEDNESDAY BIG BOOK MEETING   020.00 
GATES HALL VISITNG VETS    025.00 
RACINE ALANO CLUB MEETINGS   150.00 
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TELEPHONE LOG 
 
Calls on the RACO Line  109 
Calls on the Hotline   023 
TOTAL CALLS IN    132 
TOTAL CALLS OUT   070 
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 BIRTHDAY CLUB/$1.00 PER YEAR “2006”  
 
BILL H.    29.00 
DAVE J.    27.00 
BOB S.    20.00 
JAMES S.    19.00 
TARA H.    15.00 
JODY J.    13.00 
MARY S.    05.00 
TROY O.    05.00 
WAYNE O.    05.00 
DIANA M.    03.00 
ROBERT H.    01.00 
 
 
JOIN THE BIRTHDAY CLUB  -  ONLY A DOLLAR FOR EVERY YEAR SOBER. CELEBRATE YOUR YEARS OF 

SOBRIETY AND HELP TO SUPPORT RACO. RECEIVE A BIRTHD AY COIN WITH YOUR DONATION! �

 
VOLUNTEER BIRTHDAYS FOR JULY  

�
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Congratulations to All Having 
Birthdays in July ! 
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RACO’s special for the month of July is “My Search for Bill W,” written by Mel B. and available for $1 2.95—a $2.00 dis-
count from the regular $14.95. 

 
Grateful for his own sobriety, Mel B. took a specia l interest in the personal qualities that contribut ed 
to Bill W.'s life and work.  The AA co-founder is p resented here as a complex and sometimes troubled 
man with a combination of unusual abilities.  Once driven by a strong need for business success, Bill 
found his true work in helping others learn how to help themselves.  This report notes that the 
strengths of AA, and also some of its weaknesses, c an be abstracted from Bill's life and charismatic 
personality.   
 
Mel B., a Toledo, Ohio resident since 1972, is a re covering alcoholic who found sobriety in April 1950 , 
when he entered a state hospital in northeast Nebra ska for a 7-week stay. Moving to Michigan later 
that year and eventually becoming an industrial edi tor and business writer, he authored about fifty 
articles for the AA Grapevine and was a contributin g writer to “Pass It On,” AA’s conference-

approved biography of Bill W. He has also authored books and pamphlets for Hazelden Educational Servic es.  
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Come check out all that we have to offer at the Rac ine Central Office or contact the literature chair at litera-
ture@racinecentraloffice.com for other great deals available!  
 
Let the Racine Area Central Office supply you  with  all your AA/Al-Anon literature and supply needs—bo oks, pam-
phlets, coins, T-shirts, coffee cups, just about an ything that you can think of. Special orders absolu tely available—
contact RACO or email literature@racinecentraloffic e.com. For very large orders, it is suggested (thou gh not required) 
that some prior notice be given.  
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DONATIONS 

GROUP   YTD  MONTH  LAST YEAR  
Districts  
District #17  0050.00  0050.00  No Data 
District #36  0000.00  0000.00  0310.00 
Alano Club/Racine  
Alano Club Meetings 0150.00  0150.00  0300.00 
Benjamin House  
(Unspecified)  0000.00  0000.00  0035.00 
Sunday 8:00 AM  0000.00  0000.00  0185.00 
Sunday 10:00 AM  0106.00  0022.00  0282.80 
Monday 6:00 PM  0106.80  0000.00  0000.00 
Monday 7:30 PM  0004.40  0000.00  0170.62 
Tuesday 7:30 PM  0060.00  0060.00  0060.00 
Thursday 7:30 PM  0000.00  0000.00  0026.00 
Saturday 7:00 AM  0098.00  0000.00  0151.00 
Saturday 7:00 PM  0000.00  0000.00  0035.00 
Women’s Group  0000.00  0000.00  0056.00 
Burlington  
9:30 AM 12X12 Meeting 0020.00  0000.00  No Data 
Sunday AM 12x12  0000.00  0000.00  0050.00 
Sunday Night  0000.00  0000.00  0086.75 
Sun Twin Lakes  0000.00  0000.00  0040.00 
Mon Night 12x12   0000.00  0000.00  0037.00 
Wed Bur 12x12  0000.00  0000.00  0045.18 
Friday Night Live  0025.00  0000.00  0025.00 
Burlington Gratitude 0000.00  0000.00  0107.53 
Woman’s Meeting  0030.00  0000.00  0020.00 
St John’s Wed Night 0025.00  0000.00  0025.00 
Covenant  
Covenant 6:45 PM  0053.00  0000.00  0223.00 
Covenant 8 PM  0000.00  0000.00  0100.00 
Kenosha  
Alano Club Kenosha 0000.00  0000.00  0250.00 
Grass Root Group  0250.00  0000.00  0215.00 
Southport 12x12  0000.00  0000.00  0087.50 
Siendale 12x12  0000.00  0000.00  0030.00 
Happy Hour Woman’s 0125.00  0000.00  0150.00 
Thursday Big Book  0000.00  0000.00  0450.00 
Sher Rd Open BB Study 0000.00  0000.00  0020.00 
Sher Rd Miracle Group 0000.00  0000.00  0015.00 
Come & Get Sober  0110.00  0000.00  0100.00 
Club Breakaway Thur Nite 0020.00  0000.00  0000.00 
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GROUP   YTD  MONTH  LAST YEAR  
RACO Groups  
Fellowship Day  0000.00  0000.00  0212.00 
RACO 12:15  0100.30  0000.00         0444.30  
RACO Mon Night  0000.00  0000.00  0021.08 
RACO Fri Night  0000.00  0000.00  0025.00 
RACO Donation Cans 0000.00  0000.00  0079.25 
Gratitude Cans  0000.00  0000.00  0204.88 
Candlelight  0000.00  0000.00  0029.00 
Grove Club  
Sun 10:00 AM  0000.00  0000.00  0023.00 
Sunday Open Meeting 0050.00  0000.00  0050.00 
Wed 4:30 PM  0030.00  0000.00  0050.00 
Thur 4:30 PM  0050.00  0000.00  No Data 
Unspecified 10 AM  0040.00  0000.00  No Data 
Unspecified 4:30 PM 0000.00  0000.00  0130.00 
Tue 10:00 AM  0000.00  0000.00  0040.00 
Tue 8:00 PM  0050.00  0000.00  0102.00 
Friday 5:30 PM  0045.00  0025.00  0062.00 
Unspecified General 0087.50  0000.00  0000.00 
Other  
Unspecified Wed Big Book 0020.00  0020.00  No Data 
Gates Hall Visiting Vets 0025.00  0025.00  No Data 
Stools and Bottles 0200.00  0000.00  No Data 
Fox Rivon Meeting  0050.00  0000.00  No Data 
Resurrection Group 0000.00  0000.00  0050.00 
GSR Seminar  0000.00  0000.00  0025.00 
St. John’s Church  0000.00  0000.00  0003.35 
Joy of Living Wmn  0100.00  0000.00  0050.00 
Paddock Lake Mon Night 0000.00  0000.00  0023.12 
Shemanski Hall Vets 0045.00  0000.00  0035.00  
Twin Lakes Thur 8 PM 0000.00  0000.00  0025.00 
Twin Lakes 8 PM Sunday 0040.00  0000.00  No Data 
The Rocker Room  0000.00  0000.00  0054.00 
RACO Coffee Box  0000.00  0000.00  0013.00 
Lk Gen “Keep it Simple” 0000.00  0000.00  0010.75 
Thursday L Life Group 0000.00  0000.00  0100.00 
LK Creations  0010.00  0000.00  No Data 

 Thanks for your support!! 
This is an example of a distribution of funds from groups that support four service entities. Source—A A General Service Conference 
Approved Literature—Pamphlet  F-3  
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AREA CLUBS  
 
The “Clubs” listed here are not  A.A. Club—A.A. DOES NOT HAVE CLUBS! A.A. neither e ndorses nor opposes such clubs. These are 
social clubs established by groups or individuals w ho are themselves recovering alcoholics. The A.A. g roup meeting at the club is 
available to any alcoholic—member or not. The group is separate from the club and pays a fair rent for the use of the club facilities. 
Even though the group meets in a club that may be c omposed exclusively of A.A. members, and many membe rs of the group may be 
club members too, the relationship of the A.A. grou p itself to the club should be the same as it would  be to a church, hospital, school, 
etc., in which it might rent space for its meetings . 
 
KENOSHA ALANO         262-654-8246 
630 56TH ST. KENOSHA, WI 
 
CLUB BREAKAWAY    262-653-9800 
8017 SHERIDAN RD. KENOSHA, WI 
 
OUTCAST CLUB      262-605-3610 
1310 63RD ST. KENOSHA, WI 
 
GROVE CLUB                262-634-9656 
1037 GROVE AVE. RACINE, WI 
www.groveclub.org 
 
RACINE ALANO             262-634-9902 
1140 DOUGLAS AVE. RACINE, WI 
 
BENJAMIN HOUSE        262-886-9611 
4848 CTY. HWY. H FRANKSVILLE, WI 
 
WALWORTH COUNTY ALANO CLUB 262-740-1888 
611 E WALWORTH (HWY 50 & HWY 11) DELEVAN, WI 
 
BURLINGTON 12&12 CLUB  262-767-0960 
257 COMMERCE ST. BURLINGTON, WI 
 
ZION-BENTON ALANO   847-746-9842 
228 SHERIDAN RD. WINTHROP HARBOR, IL 
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 CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
24-HOUR A.A. HOTLINE  
262-554-7788 
 
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS—DISTRICT 7  
PO BOX 512 
KENOSHA, WI 53141 
 
A.A. GENERAL SERVICE OFFICE 
BOX 459 GRAND CENTRAL STATION 
NEW YORK N.Y.              
212-870-3400 
 
AL-ANON/ALATEEN 
(888) 425-2666 
 
AREA 75 
www.area75.org 
 
CHICAGO AREA SERVICE OFFICE 
200 N. MICHIGAN AVE. SUITE 501 
CHICAGO, IL.60601         
312-346-1475 
 
MILWAUKEE CENTRAL OFFICE 
7429 W. GREENFIELD AVE. 
WEST ALLIS, WI           
414-771-9119 
www.aamilwaukee.com 
 
RACINE AREA CENTRAL OFFICE 
3701 DURAND AVENUE SUITE #225 
RACINE, WI                   
262-554-6611 
www.racinecentraloffice.com 
Staff: racostaff@racinecentraloffice.com 
Monthly Reprieve: monthlyreprieve@racinecentraloffice.com 
Literature: literature@racinecentraloffice.com 
 
WALWORTH COUNTY 
24-HOUR AA HOTLINE 
262-723-1224 
 
WAUKEGAN ANSWERING SERVICE 
847-623-9660 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD  
AT THE RACINE AREA CENTRAL OFFICE 
�  The next RACO Steering Committee meeting will be he ld 15 July 2006 at 9:30 AM. Representatives from al l districts and members 

of the  A.A. Community are welcome!  

 
DISTRICT 17 
�  District #17 will meet Sunday, 16 July at 1 PM at R ACO. All Group Service Representatives and represen tatives from other dis-

tricts are encouraged to come.  
�  Hot Line: New chairperson for the hotline: Todd M. home phone# 456-6165 or cell# 770-6587. Co-chairper son is Kathy B. home 

phone# 752-9394 or cell# 672-1708. Volunteers need,  6 months sobriety.   
�  Volunteers for the District #17 Hotline are needed—s ix months + sobriety required. Please contact Dan D  at (262) 634-2800 or 

(262) 497-5380. 
 

THE ALANO CLUB  
�  July 4th Picnic, starting after the parade. 
�  Alano Club Annual Picnic will be held at Prtichard Park on August 6, beginning at 12:00 PM. 
�  Cake and coins every third Sunday of the month.   
�  Bingo every Saturday Night 9:30 PM until about 11:0 0 PM 

 
THE BENJAMIN HOUSE  

�  July 15—Day in the Country 

 
THE ROCKER ROOM 

�  Adolescent AA Meeting at the Rocker Room Mondays at  4:30 PM. St .   
Luke’s Hospital, West Building—Modine, 1300 College  Ave Racine, WI 

�  The 7:30 PM Wednesday Evening Group at the Rocker R oom in St. Luke’s Hospital could use support, espec ially women.   
 

THE GROVE CLUB 
�  The Grove Club Annual Picnic will be held at Pritch ard Park on July 9 beginning at 12:00 PM. 
�  Friday Night Midnight Meeting needs support-please try to make it! 

 
DISTRICT 7 
�  The District Meeting is every fourth Sunday of the month at the Kenosha Alano Club at 4:00 PM. 

 
THE KENOSHA ALANO CLUB  

�  Bingo every Saturday night 9:30-11:00 PM 

�  Breakfast first Sunday of the month 7-11:30 AM; $5 per person 

�  Join the Kenosha Alano Club for it’s 45th Anniversa ry on Saturday, July 8. Dinner Buffet ($9.00) and O pen Speaker; Dinner at 
6:30 PM and speaker at 8:00 PM. Dance and Raffle to  follow. 



����������	��
����
�������

Page 13 

 
DISTRICT 6 
�  District #6 Wednesday’s 7 PM Open AA Tradition Meet ing and 6 PM Weekly Dinner at the Hote Haus Farm in  Honeycreek, WI. For 

meeting and sober event information call (262) 903- 5427.  
�  Meetings are available in the following cities: Whi tewater, Genoa City, Lake Geneva, East Troy, Twin L akes, Fontana, Sharon, 

Elkhorn, and Pell Lake. For information on AA Meeti ngs in Walworth County, please call (262) 723-1224.  

 
DISTRICT 36 
�  NEW MEETING—6:30 PM Thursdays Waterford Lakeview Reh abilitation Center-Living Sober Meeting 1701 Sharp Road (Just off 

Highway 20) 
�  Meeting Change: 9:30 AM Friday Burling 12x12-Better  Late Than Never-Big book Meeting 

�  The Burlington 12x12 Club meetings could really use  additional support! 

�  Open Meeting Every Third Friday—Friday Night Live at  Peace Lutheran 8 PM 

�  Open Meeting Every Second Sunday at the 12x12 Club 7 PM 

 
FROM OUR NEIGHBORS 
�  July 7-9 – 5 th Annual Unity Conference, held at the Mead Hotel an d Conference Center, Wisconsin Rapids, WI. 

�  July 14 th-16 - Joe and Charlie Big book Study held in Stream wood, IL. 

�  26th East Regional Convention/54th MI Regional Conv ention August 11-13, 2006. 200 W Big River Road Tro y, MI 48084 

�  “Let Go and Grow” - 55th Annual Area 75 Fall Confer ence October 20-22, 2006. At the Ramada Inn in Sout h Beloit, IL. Hosted by 
District 8. 

�  “17th Annual McHenery Soberfest 2006 at the Grand G eneva Resort November 17-19, 2006. Call (800) 558-7 417 
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RACO CLOSED A.A. MEETINGS  
 
SUNDAY  LANGUAGE OF THE HEART 12:15 

MONDAY  GRAPEVINE    12:15  

TUESDAY  BIG BOOK    12:15  

WEDNESDAY  24HR-STEP-TOPIC   12:15  

THURSDAY  CAME TO BELIEVE   12:15  

FRIDAY  AS BILL SEES IT  12:15  

SATURDAY  12&12     12:15 

 

MONDAY  A NEW PAIR OF GLASSES  7:30 

TUESDAY  RETREADS    7:30  

WEDNESDAY  BIG BOOK COMES ALIVE  7:00  

THURSDAY  SPANISH-LANUGAGE  7:30 

FRIDAY  STEP OR TOPIC  7:30  

SATURDAY  AS BILL SEES IT   6:30 
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THOUGHTS FOR THE MONTH 
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  The smashing success of Alcoholics Anonymous star ted a cascade of spin-off groups known collectively  as the recovery 
group movement. On of the first groups sprouting fr om AA, and an excellent example, is the genesis of Narcotics Anonymous in 1947. 
The core of the Narcotics Anonymous recovery progra m is a series of personal activities known as the T welve Steps, closely adapted 
from Alcoholics Anonymous. These steps include admi tting there is a problem, seeking help, self-apprai sal, confidential Self-
disclosure, making amends where harm has been done,  and working with other drug addicts who want to re cover. Central to the pro-
gram is an emphasis on what is referred to as a "sp iritual awakening," borrowing the Jungian idea of c onversion, and its practical 
value in addiction recovery. Like other spin-off gr oups, NA also incorporates AA's Twelve Traditions i nto its concept of governance 
on the levels of individual group leadership and in teraction with a non-hierarchical international org anizing body. Another, less suc-
cessful schism from AA, the group movement Synanon did not copy AA's non-hierarchical structure and op ted instead for the charis-
matic leadership of Charles Dederich. In the early seventies Synanon declared itself a church and bega n a series of practices includ-
ing mass vasectomies, beatings of would-be runaways , and even the attempted murder of critics. The ado ption of the Twelve Tradi-
tions prevents AA or any similar groups from one in dividual's abuse of power, as happened in Synanon. In addition to groups closely 
and successfully modeled on AA such as Workaholics Anonymous founded in 1983, Gamblers Anonymous start ed in 1957, and Over-
eaters Anonymous from 1960, other AA inspired organ izations are less recovery oriented and instead cap italize on the fellowship and 
sharing principles of AA. These groups include Pare nts Anonymous founded in 1970, Humor Anonymous and even Knappers Anony-
mous since 1996. 
Today Alcoholics Anonymous is administered via two operating bodies: 
               The first organization, A.A. World S ervices Inc. centered in the General Service Office  in New York City, employs 84 workers 
to keep in touch with local groups, with AA groups in treatment and correctional facilities, with memb ers and groups overseas, and 
with the thousands of "outsiders" who turn to AA ea ch year for information on the recovery program. AA  Conference-approved literat-
ture is prepared, published, and distributed throug h this office. 
 The second group, The A.A. Grapevine, Inc. , publi shes the AA Grapevine, the Fellowship's monthly int ernational journal that 
has a circulation of about 125,000 in the U.S., Can ada, and other countries. The Grapevine also produc es a selection of specialty 
items, principally cassette tapes and anthologies o f magazine articles. The two operating corporations  are responsible to a board of 
trustees (General Service Board of AA created in 19 51), of whom 7 are nonalcoholic friends of the Fell owship, and 14 are AA mem-
bers.  
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The famous Twelve Steps are the core of the AA expe rience. The twelve 
steps are drawn directly from the Oxford Group that  Bill W. and Dr. Bob par-
ticipated in before branching out to create AA. In the Oxford Group these 
steps were used as a cure for sin; Bill W. and Dr. Bob later adapted them to 
serve as a cure for alcoholism. The power of the AA  Twelve Steps has snow-
balled since their codification in the early fortie s. Today the past success of 
the Twelve Steps serves as a powerful motivational factor for an individual 
starting on the road to sobriety. Knowledge of mass ive success in the past 
helps the individual believe that he can accomplish  a life-transforming move 
to sobriety as well. The reputation of organization  gives hope for the new 
member setting out on his own road. This highly suc cessful organization in 
its simplest form operates when a recovered alcohol ic passes along the story 
of his or her own problem drinking, describes the s obriety he or she has 
found in AA, and invites a newcomer to join the inf ormal Fellowship. In ac-
cordance with the Stark and Bainbridge definition o f Client Cult, no effort is 
made to weld the membership into a social movement.  In fact the Anonymity 
aspect of the program prevents AA from ever becomin g more organized into 
a cult movement lifestyle. Many members of AA conti nue to practice religion 
in an organized church while interacting with AA fo r the specific compensa-
tor of sobriety. AA's membership participation in a  church or organized relig-
ion, and also the specific compensator of leaving d rinking behind, are also 
both aspects of the organization that fit Stark and  Bainbridge's definition of 
Client Cult. Instead of building and expanding powe r, the heart of AA is con-
tained in the application of the Twelve Steps descr ibing the experience of the 
earliest members of the Society : 
1. We admitted we were powerless over alcohol -- th at our lives had be-

come unmanageable. 
2. Came to believe that a Power greater than oursel ves could restore us to 

sanity. 
3. Made a decision to turn our will and our lives o ver to the care of God as 

we understood Him. 
4. Made a searching and fearless moral inventory of  ourselves. 
5. Admitted to God, to ourselves and to another hum an being the exact 

nature of our wrongs. 
6. Were entirely ready to have God remove all these  defects of character. 
7. Humbly asked Him to remove our shortcomings. 
8. Made a list of all persons we had harmed, and be came willing to make 

amends to them all. 
9. Made direct amends to such people wherever possi ble, except when to 

do so would injure them or others. 
10. Continued to take personal inventory and when w e were wrong promptly 

admitted it. 
11. Sought through prayer and meditation to improve  our conscious contact 

with God as we understood Him, praying only for kno wledge of His will 
for us and the power to carry that out. 

12. Having had a spiritual awakening as the result of these steps, we tried to 
carry this message to alcoholics and to practice th ese principles in all 
our affairs.  
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-————————————————————- 
 
 
 
Would you like to share your story or do 
you have thoughts which you would like to 
share with the A.A. Community reading this 
newsletter? Please contact the editors:  
Lee M at (262) 554-4796   
Paul E at (262) 635-9504 
monthlyreprieve@racinecentraloffice.com 
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“The Monthly Reprieve” Statement of Purpose  

The Racine Area Central Office’s newsletter The 
Monthly Reprieve  is published to foster unity and to 
facilitate communication among A.A. members, 
groups, and districts within the Racine Area Centra l 
Office’s service area. 

    The Monthly Reprieve  aims to be instrumental in 
carrying the A.A. message.  This monthly newslet-
ter seeks to publish A.A.-related material, includi ng 
personal stories of experience, strength, and 
hope.  Material published is under the oversight of  
the Racine Central Office’s Steering Commit-
tee. Nothing published in The Monthly Reprieve  
should be thought of as a statement of Racine Cen-
tral Office or A.A. policy.  Finally, the publicati on 
shall not constitute endorsement by the newsletter 
itself, by the Racine Area Central Office, District s, 
local groups, or A.A. as a whole. 

—————————————————————— 

The Monthly Reprieve is actively seeking your contribu-
tions to this newsletter. The newsletter is entirel y staffed 
by volunteers and does not have reporters per se—we 
are highly dependant on submissions by you, our rea d-
ers.  
To submit your contribution: 
Call Lee at (262) 554-4796 
Call Paul at (262) 635-9504 
Email us at monthlyreprieve@racinecentraloffice.com  
Write us at: 
Racine Central Office 
3701 Durand Avenue  
#225 Lower Level 
Racine, WI 53403  
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TOP 40 SIGNS THAT YOU HAVE A DRINKING PROBLEM 
 
1. You lose arguments with inanimate objects. 
2. You have to hold onto the lawn to keep from fall ing off the earth 
3. Job interfering with your drinking. 
4. Your doctor finds traces of blood in your alcoho l stream. 
5. Career won't progress beyond Senator from Massac husetts. 
6. The back of your head keeps getting hit by the t oilet seat. 
7. Sincerely believe alcohol to be the elusive 5th food group. 
8. 24 hours in a day, 24 beers in a case - coincide nce?? - I think not! 
9. Two hands and just one mouth... - now THAT'S a d rinking problem! 
10. "Norm!" is what they say when you enter the bar . 
11. When you can focus better with one eye closed 
12. The parking lot seems to have moved while you w ere in the bar 
13. Every woman you see has an exact twin. 
14. You wake up to find Windows 95 installed on you r machine. 
15. If you keep asking your wife "where are the kid s?", but you don't really 

have a wife and you're talking to the refrigerator.  
16. You fall off the floor. 
17. You discover in the morning liquid cleaning sup plies have disappeared. 
18. Your twin sons are named Barley and Hops. 
19. Had "Spuds McKenzie" tattoo removed, replaced i t with "Red Dog. 
20. Hey, 5 beers has just as many calories as a bur ger, screw dinner! 
21. Beer: it's not just for breakfast anymore. 
22. The glass keeps missing your mouth. 
23. Bill Clinton starts to make sense. 
24. When you go to donate blood and they ask what p roof? 
25. Vampires get woozy after biting you. 
26. The only drinking problem is not having a drink  right now. 
27. At AA meeting you begin: "Hi, my name is... uh. .." 
28. Your idea of cutting back is less seltzer. 
29. When vomiting becomes a relief. 
30. Having a hard time staying on the side walk - l eft, right, stumble, fall 
31. You wake up in the bedroom, your underwear is i n the bathroom. 
32. Barney, that dinosaur is damned funny! 
33. You think, Four Basic Food Groups are Caffeine,  Nicotine, Alcohol, and 

Women. 
34. Every night you're beginning to find your roomm ate's cat more attrac-

tive. 
35. Hi ocifer. I'm not under the affluence of incoh ol. 
36. Waking up with a traffic cone between your legs . 
37. No ocifer, I'm not drunk... you're just sober.. . 
38. Problem? I Drink, I get Drunk, I Fall down....N o Problem 
39. If on a diet, you cut back your food calories t o allow for alcohol calories. 
40. Take me drunk, I'm home! 
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262-554-6611 
racostaff@racinecentraloffice.com 
www.racinecentraloffice.com 

RACO 
3701 Durand Ave  
Lower Level #225 
Racine, WI 53405 

����������	��
����
�������


